
Top 10 Ways To Prevent Auto Theft 
Every 27 seconds, another vehicle is stolen. More than 1 million motor vehicles 
will be stolen this year. Is it just a matter of time before you become a victim of 
auto theft? 
 
Not necessarily, if you follow these 10 auto theft prevention tips:  

1. Install an antitheft device.  

2. Never leave your car running  
or leave the keys in the ignition when it is unattended.  

3. Keep your car door locked at all times.  

4. If you have a garage, park your car inside and lock the garage door. 

5. Don't store packages or valuables in plain sight.  

6. Park your car in a safe, well-lit, or well-traveled area at night.  

7. Have your vehicle identification number (VIN) etched into the windows and 
major parts of your car to make your car harder to resell on the black 
market.  

8. When you park on the street, turn your wheels toward the curb, use the 
emergency brake, and try to park between other cars (this will make it 
harder for a thief to tow it).  

9. Avoid parking your car in a long-term parking lot.  

10. Take out any removable electronic devices (e.g. CD player) when you 
leave your car.  
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